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Surat, Xausari, and Bombay. It is, however,
Bombay that is the chief centre of their activities.
These Parsis number only a few lakhs. But
their influence on India has been quite out of
proportion to their number. They are remark-
able for their spirit of enterprise and for their
readiness to adapt themselves to new conditions.
They are efficient traders and big industrialists.
They have, therefore, taken their share in ex-
panding the trade and commerce of India and in
making it an industrial country. They have been
known, too, for their philanthropy and have
founded many benevolent institutions for pro-
moting education and social reform* Known
always for their love of progress they have pkyed
an important part in bringing India into line with
some of the most progressive countries of the
world. There has always been a noble tradition
of patriotism amongst them and some of them
have been in the front line of Indian nationalism,
Amongst them have been some illustrious men
whose names India will always cherish with much
respect. Dadabhai Naroji, the grand old man of
India, was a great fighter for tfae freedom of the
country, Behramji Malafoari is well known as a
social reformer, and Sir J. N. Tata who founded
the Tata Steel Works was a prince among indus-
trialists and philanthropists. Sir Pherozsfaah
Mehta left behind him a name which fiBs eray
Indian with pride.